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Lincolnshire.

This getaway features a two-room suite, $100 gift certificate to Dolce Vita Salon and Day Spa, free pay-per-view 
"chick flick" (their words), free deluxe continental breakfast and use of the pool, whirlpool and fitness center.

Chicago's North Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau unveiled Jan. 1 their new cabin fever busting program 
called Winter Warm-Ups, which lasts through March 31.

It offers activities from a show at the Piven Theatre in Evanston, to an exhibit on Clifford the Big Red Dog at the 
Kohl Children' Museum in Glenview, to shopping at Northbrook Court, along with getaway packages at hotels in 
Evanston, Glenview, Northbrook and Skokie.

Speckman said these local weekend trips are becoming more popular because people don't have as much time 
to travel as they used to.

"More and more people are taking shorter trips, and once you are flying anywhere, and with kids, you better be 
going for at least five to seven days," she said. "After Christmas break, most kids have school until spring break, 
so you really cannot go for extended trips during the coldest winter months. It is kind of fun to be a tourist in your 
own town."

Sure, you don't have the beaches, sun or warmth of a Florida vacation, but you can still feel like you got away.

"At a hotel you do not have laundry to fold, driveway to shovel, dinner to cook, bills to pay, all the stuff that you 
end up doing when you stay at home," Speckman said.

"This area has its own kind of charm, even if it is a little cold."

Gurnee goes Caribbean

And opening Feb. 29 right in Gurnee is the 30-acre KeyLime Cove Resort, where you can pretend that it's not 
winter and it's not cold outside. It's like an indoor mini-vacation to the Caribbean. Guests stay ins suites that
include flat-screen TVs with cable and refrigerator, and they have exclusive rights to use the 65,000-square-foot 
Lost Paradise Indoor Water Park with whirlpool, body slides, water slides, river tube rides and kiddie pools. The 
Rip Tide Reef Arcade features foosball, air hockey and loads of other kid-oriented games. KeyLime has also 
created its own cast of charismatic characters like Toukie the Toucan and Marty the Chameleon who tell stories 
and do performances throughout the resort.

"KeyLime Cove is putting a new twist on the way Americans vacation," said managing director Andrew Bateman.

And parents, get this -- you can purchase a predetermined amount of "fun" for your kids at the resort. Kids then 
get a wristband and use it as they wish to spend their time. For more information, visit www.keylimecove.com. In 
fact, the resort is considered the first "completely cashless" one in the nation to use the state-of-the-art Smart
Band RFID (Radio-Frequency Identification) wristband technology.

And while kids are enjoying the arcade, moms and dads can unwind at the Paradise Mist Spa choosing from a 
variety of treatments including manicures, pedicures, facials and massages.

Anthony Haag reminds north suburban residents they can also take a mini-one day vacation in their 
neighborhoods without staying in a hotel to get away, s Haag, marketing manager for the Lake County
Convention and Visitors Bureau, suggested families go shopping at Gurnee Mills, see a show at the historic
Genesee Theatre in Waukegan, take a chocolate tour offered by the Long Grove Confectionery Company or 
check out the cool cars at the Volo Auto Museum.

And don't forget all the hiking opportunities at the many forest preserves and the Chicago Botanic Garden.

"I think people benefit from taking more frequent short trips than one long trip," Speckman said. "People do not 
realize also a lot of the time what there is to do right in their back yard."

To learn more about local getaways and find out prices, visit Chicago's North Shore Convention and Visitor's 
Bureau, www.visitchicagonorthshore.com and the Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
www.lakecounty.org.

At a hotel you do not have laundry to fold, driveway to shovel, dinner to cook, bills to pay, all the stuff that you 
end up doing when you stay at home.




